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Titre du cours - Course title

French Politics and Institutions.

Type de cours : Cours magistral

Langue du cours/Language of instruction : English

Enseignant(s) - professor(s)

Caroline CLAIR

PRAG en sciences économiqgues et sociales.

Contact : caroline.clair@sciencespo-lille.eu

Résumé du cours — Objectifs - Course description — Targets

These nine weeks lecture in Political Science aims to analyse the main aspects of the French political institutions and actors, since
the birth of the current Fifth Republic, in 1958. The first part of this course aims to present the outlines of the French political
order: that is to say, the functioning of the French semi-presidential system and relationships between the main power figures
(such as the Prime Minister, the President of the Republic and the Members of Parliament), relationships between central level
and sub-central level (since the laws of decentralization) powers, functions of the State and characteristics of the high civil servants
(education, career...).

The second part of this seminar will present the main French political actors: political parties and the functioning of political
competition; representation of women in politics; the political activists. Finally, we will deal with the main debates about the
French political life. This lecture aims to give you the main tools to participate and understand the key debates of the French
political life, during your stay in France.

Evaluation - Assessment

Attendance: 10% of the overall grade.
Oral Presentation: 30% of the overall grade.
Written essay: 60% of the overall grade (10 000-15 000 characters, spaces included).

Plan — Séances - Course outline

General Introduction.

Part 1: The French political order.

Chapter 1: The French Fifth Republic birth in 1958 and the legacy of Gaullism.
Chapter 2:

- The functioning of the French semi-presidential system (part 1).

- The functioning of the French semi-presidential system (part 2).

Chapter 3: The State and civil servants in France.

Chapter 4 : Local governments: relationships between central and sub-central level powers, laws of decentralization.
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Part 2: Political actors.

Chapter 5: Political parties and traditional cleavages in France.

Chapter 6: Women in politics: powers, political functions, representation, political participation.
Chapter 7: Conventional and unconventional forms of political participation.

General Conclusion.
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Academic Reviews (you can access some scientific articles on CAIRN' platform, with your sciences po passwords):
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In French:
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