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Résumé du cours – Objectifs 

This seminar intends to present the main aspects of the French society, compared with other European industrialized countries. 
Indeed, the main objective is to analyze how the French society functions, taking into account some of the main historical steps 
which established the basis of the welfare system, of the labor market, the role of women in society, the system of education, etc.  

Comparisons with other countries will be encouraged during all the seminar and students will be also encouraged to present the 
functioning of their own country. At the end of the seminar, students have to be able to understand some of the important issues 
in France and what is mainly at stake in contemporary debates.  

 

 

Evaluation 

20% of the overall grade: attendance and participation.  

30% of the overall grade: oral presentation/debates.  

50% of the overall grade: research paper (choice among two topics; 10 000/15 000 characters, all included).  

 

 

Plan – Séances 

Introduction: presentation of the seminar: syllabus, targets, evaluation, course plan. 

Chapter 1: Class, group or professional status: how to analyze the social structure? Evolution of the industrialized countries’ social 
structure: the end of social class? Sociology of economic and social inequalities.  

Chapter 2: The French Welfare System.  

Chapter 3: The system of education in France: historical steps, functioning and challenges.  

Chapter 4: Civil society: the study of social movements in France (1); Women's Movements end feminism (2).  

General Conclusion.  

Each theme will be studied in a comparative way.  
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